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THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY.

OxcE, men walked with God in Eden. With open face he
beheld the glory of the Lord, and talked with God, and Christ,
and angels, in Paradise, without a dimming vail between.
Man fell from his moral rectitude and innocency, and was
driven from ‘the garden, from the tree of life, and from the
visible presence of the Lord and his holy angels. Moral
darkness, like the pall of death, has since cast its shadows
everywhere, and everywhere the blight and mildew of sin
has been seen. And amid the general gloom and moral
wretchedness, man has wandered from the gates of Paradise
for nearly six thousand years, subject to sickness, pain, sor-
row, tears, and death. He has also been subject to the
temptations and wiles of the devil, so much so that it is the
sad history of man, throughout the entire period of his fallen
state, that Satan has reigned with almost universal sway.

When all was lost in Adam, and the shades of night dark-
cned the moral heavens, there soon appeared the star of
hope in Christ, and with it there was established a means of
communication between God and man. In his fallen state,
man could not converse face to face with God, and with Christ,
and with angels, as when in his Eden purity. But through
the ministration of holy angels could the great God speak to
him in dreams and in visions. ¢If there be a prophet
among you, I the Lord will make myself known unto him in
a vision, and will speak unto him in 2 dream.” Num. 12:6.

The mavifestation of the spirit of prophecy was' designed
for all dispensations. The Sacred Record nowhere restricts
it to any particular period of time, from the fall to the final
restitution. The Bible recognizes its manifestation alike in
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the patriarchal age, in the Jewish age, and in the Christian
age. Through this medium God communed with holy men
of old. Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied; and so
extensive was the range of his prophetic vision, and so mi-
nute, that he could look down over long ages, and describe
the coming of the Lord, and the execution of the last Judg-
ment upon the ungodly. Jude, verses 14, 15.

God spake to his prophetsin the Jewish dispensation in
visions and in dreams, and opened before them the great
things of the futurc, especially those connected with the first
advent of Christ to suffer for sinners, and his second ap-
pearing in glory to destroy his enemies, and complete the
redemption of his people. If the spirit of prophecy necarly
disappeared from the Jewish church for a few centuries to-
ward the close of that dispensation, on account of the cor-
ruptions in that church, it re-appeared at its close to usher
in the Messiah. Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist,
¢ was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied.” Simeon,
a just and devout man, who was ¢ waiting for the consolation
of Israel,” came by the Spirit into the temple, and prophe-
sied of Jesus as ¢‘a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the
glory of Israel.” And Anna, & prophetess, ‘“spake of him
to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.” And
there was no greater prophet than John, who was chosen of
God to introduce to Israel ¢ the Lamb of God that taketh
away the sin of the world.”

The Christian age commenced with the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit, and the manifestation of various spiritual gifts.
Among these was the gift of prophecy. After commissioning
bis disciples to go into all the world and preach the gospel,
Jesus says to them, ¢ And these signs shall follow them that
believe: In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall
speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and
if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they



THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY. 9

shall Iay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.” Mark
16:17, 18. On the day of pentecost, when the Christian
dispensation was fully opened, some of these gifts were man-
jfested in & wonderful manner. Acts 2:1-11, Luke, in
giving account of his travels with Paul and others, when a
quarter of & century of the Christian age had already passed,
after speaking of entering into the house of Philip, the evan-
gelist, says: «And the same man had four daughters, vir-
gins, which did prophesy. And as we tarried there many
days, there came down from Judes a certain prophet, named
Agabus.” Acts 21:9,10. Again, still later, we see the be-
loved Jobn, in the Isle of Patmos, imbued with the spirit of
prophecy in all its fullness. The wonderful Revelation was
given unto him when more than half a century of the Chris-
tian age had passed. And here the New-Testament record
leaves us without a single intimation tbat the gifts of the
Spirit should cease from the church till the day of glory
should be ushered in by the second appearing of Jesus
Christ.

Since the great apostasy, these gifts have rarely been man-
ifested ; and for this reason, professed Christians generally
suppose that they were designed to be limited to the period
of the primitive church. But from the time of the primitive
Christians to the present there have been manifestations
among the most devoted followers of Jesus, which have been
recognized by nearly all of the leading denominations as the
gifts of the Holy.Spirit. Then should not the errors and the
unbelief of the church be assigned as reasons why tbese
manifestations have been so seldom, rather then that God
has taken these blessings from the church ? When the peo-
ple of God sattain to primitive faith and practice, as they
most certainly will under the last message, the latter rain
will be poured out, and all the gifts will be revived. The
former rain was given at the commencement of the Chris-
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tian age, in the time of the sowing of the gospel seed, to
cause it to germinate and take good root. Then the church
enjoyed the gifts. And when the latter rain shall be poured
out at the close of the dispensation, to ripen the golden
harvest for tbe garner of God, then will the gifts of the
Holy Spirit be manifested in all their fullness.

To this agree the words of the prophet, as quoted by
Peter: ¢ And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith
God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh; and yoar
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.
And on my servants, and on my handmaidens, I will pour
out in those days of my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.
And I will show wonders in heaven above, and signs in the
earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke. The
sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood,
before that great and notable day of the Lord come.” Actg
2:17-20. The spirit of prophecy is here seen among the.
especial signs of the last days. Its revival in the last days
was to constitute one of the most noted signs of the ap-
proaching end. This is evident from its being classed with
the most prominent signs, in the sun, in the moon, and in the
stars, and such wonders in the heavens above, and in the
earth beneath, as blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke.

Of all the blessings which God has bestowed upon his pec..
ple, the gift of his Son excepted, none have been so sacred
and so important to their welfare, as the gift of his holy
law, and his Ioly Spirit. And none have been so well caj~
culated to thwart the plans of Satan, and, consequently, | o
stir his rage, as these. And when that people should arise
in the last generation of men, who should be observing ni
ten of the preccpts of God's holy law, and should recogn.=e
the revival of the spirit of prophecy, they might expect +¢
feel that bitterness from their opponents, which can ari>€ .
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only from the direct inspiration of Satan. ¢And the dragon
was wroth with the woman, and went. to make war with the
remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God,
and have the testimony of J esus Christ.” Rev. 12:17.

«The testimony of Jesus,” said the angel to John,.«is’
the spirit of prophecy.” Rev. 19:10. Itis the keeping of
the commandments of God, and the recognition of the re-
vival of the spirit of prophecy by the remnant of the church,
or the Cbristians of tbe last generation, tbat stirs the ire of
the dragon. :

The Jewish age, notwithstanding its apostasies, opened
and closed with special manifestations of the Spirit of God.
And it is not reasonable to suppose that the Christian age,
the light of whicb, compared with the former dispensation,
is as the light of the sun to the feeble rays of the moon,
should commence in glory, and close in obscurity. And
since a special work of the Spirit was necessary to prepare
a people for the first advent of Christ, how much more so for
his second advent.

God has never manifested his power to his people simply
for their gratification ; but according to their necessities has
he wrought for them. Then we may safely conclude that as
his people are passing the perils of the last days in the final
struggle with the aroused powers of darkness, when false
prophets shall have power to show great signs and wonders,
insomuch that, if it were possible, they would deceive the
very elect, our gracious God will bless and strengthen his
fainting people with the gifts, as well as the graces, of the
Holy Spirit.

We have seen that the manifestation of the spirit of proph-
ecy in dreams and invisions became necessary in consequence
of man’s being separated from the visible presence of God.
But when the tabernaele of God shall be with men, and he
ghall dwell with them, and God himself shall be with them,
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Rev. 21: 3; when Christ shall come again with all the holy
angels, and receive his people unto himself, that where he
shall be, there they may be also, John 14: 3; and when man
redeemed shall walk and talk with God, and Christ, and an-
gels, in Eden restored; then there will be no further need of
the spirit of prophecy.

When man in Eden stood in all the perfection of his man-
hood, before the blight of sin had touched anything that
God had made for him, and with open face beheld the glory
of the Lord, he could have no need of the spirit of proph-
ecy. But when Eden was lost in consequence of transgres-
_sion, and man was doomed to grope his way from the gates
of Paradise, enshrouded in the moral gloom that resulted
from the curse and the reign of Satan, he needed the light
of the spirit of prophecy. And his need in this respect will
continue, more or less urgent, until the restitution, when the
redeem@d shall walk and talk with God, and with Christ,
and with the holy angels, in Eden restored. '

The apostle to the Corinthians clearly sustains this posi-
tion. Ile introduces the subject by stating, ¢« Now concern-
ing spiritual gifts, brethren, I wwould not have you ignorant.”
1 Cor. 12:1. He deemed the subjeet of too great import-
ance to leave the church at Corinth in ignorance respecting
it. He proposes to instruct them. We shall do well to avail
ourselves of the benefit of his teachings.

In this chapter the apostle introduees the human body,
with its several members acting in harmouny, one dependent
upon the other, as an illustration of the Christian ehurch,
with its members, and the several gifts God has set in the
church. He then makes the application of the figure thus:
¢«Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.
And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, second-
arily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then
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gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.””
Verses 27 and 28.

Let it be borne in mind that God has set prophets, mira-
cles, and gifts of healings, in the Christian church as verily
as he has teachers, helps, and governments. And this ex-
pression, ¢ God hath set” them in the church, means more
than that he would communicate with this people by his
Holy Spirit in the Christian age the same as he had in
former dispensations. It conveys the idea that God had espe-
cially -endowed the Christian church with them. He had
established them in the church, to remain until the return of
her absent Lord. This was done hecause the church needed
them. Did the primitive church need them? So did the
true church need them to light her pathway during the dark
period of her persecutions and martyrdom. And much
more does the church need the gifts in making her course
through the perils of the last days, and in making ready to
receive her soon-coming Lord.

The design of the gifts, and also the time of their contin-
uance in the church, are definitely expressed by the apostle
to the Ephgsians: ¢ And he gave some, apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ; till
we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ.” Chap. 4:11-13.

It cannot be shown that the church did, in the lifetime of
Paul, reach the state of unity, knowledge, and perfection,
here mentioned. And certainly the church did not enjoy
these during her apostasy, 2 Thess. 2: 3, and the period of
her flight into the wilderness, Rev. 12:6. Nor has she
reached this state of unity, knowledge, and perfection, since
the labors of Martin Luther. The church to-day is almost
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infinitely below this state of unity, knowledge, and perfec-
tion. And not until the Christians of the last generation of
mén shall be brought to the enjoyment of it by the last
warning message, and all the means God may employ to pre-
pare them to be translated to Heaven without tasting death,
will the ultimate design of the gifts be realized.

But Paul, in 1 Cor. 13, has distinctly shown when the gifts
would cease. In the first part of this chapter the apostle
discourses upon the pre-eminence of love (improperly trans-
lated charity) to the gift of tongues, gift of prophecy, faith,
liberality to the poor, and courage to give one’s body to be
burned. These, in the absence of love, are valueless. He
then describes the virtues and riches of love, closing with
these words: ¢Charity [love] never faileth; but whether
there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be
torigues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it
ghall vanish away.” Verse 8. While love is not only the
crowning Christian grace here, but will reach forward to all
eternity, and be the crowning glory of the redeemed, the
gifts will cease with faith and hope. At the glorious appear-
ing of the Lord, faith will be lost in sight, hope in fruition,
prophecies will fail to be any longer a light to the church,
tongues will cease to be a sign, and the faint knowledge of
the present dim night will vanish before the perfect knowl-
edge of the perfect day, as the dim rays of the moon vanish
before the light of the rising sun.

Next come the forcible words of verses 9 and 10: ¢ For
we know in part, and we prophesy in part; but when that
which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be
done away.” We still wait for that which is perfect to
come. And while we wait, may our dear, absent Lord mani-~
fest himself to his waiting people through the gifts. ¢ For,””
says Paul, speaking of the present imperfect state, ¢« We
know in part, and we prophesy in part.” How long shall
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the spirit of prophecy serve the church? When will it be
done away? Answer: ¢ But when that which is perfect is
come, then that which is in part shall be done away.” This
should settle the question of the perpetuity of the gifts in
the Christian church.

The popular view, however, is this: The gifts were given
to the primitive church, to remain only during the lifetime
of Christ’s first apostles. At their death, the gifts were to
be removed from the church. But let it be remembered that
a great change takes place when the gifts are to cease, and
that change is from an imperfect state to that which is per-
fect ; from the dimness of night to the glory of perfect day.
We need not inquire if such a change took place at the death
of the first apostles; for all who have any knowledge of the
history of the primitive church, know that whatever changes
did take place in the church about the time of the death of
the apostles, were not for the better, but decidedly for the
worse. Even in Paul’s day, the mystery of iniquity already
worked in the church. 2 Thess. 2:7. And the apostle, ad-
dressing the elders of the church at Miletus, says: ¢ ForI
know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves en-
ter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own
gelves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw
away disciples after them.” Acts 20:29; 30. But if we
apply this great change to the close of the present dispensa-
tion, and the introduction of the eternal day of glory, sll is
plain. Here we have the clearest proof that the gifts were
not to be done away until the second appearing of Christ.

Paul continues with an illustration of the present imper-
fect state, and the future state of perfection and ‘glory:
«When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a
child, I thought as a child; but when I became 8 man, I put
sway childish things.” Verse 11. His childhood represents
the present imperfect state; his manhood, the perfeotion of
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the immortal state. This is evident. Now suppose we are
wrong, and that Paul's childhood represenis the church in
his day, endowed with the gifts; and that his manhood rep-
resents the church after his death, stripped of the gifts of
the Holy Spirit, and fast sinking away toward the great
apostasy! Absurdity!

And still the apostle continues with another beautiful illus-
tration of the change from the present dispensation, during
which the church was to enjoy the comparatively-dim light
of the gifts, as she walked by faith and hope, to the open
glories of the world to come, when the redeemed shall walk
with God in Eden restored, and talk face to face with Christ
and angels. He says: ¢For now we see through a glass
darkly ; but then, face to face.” Verse 12. To the view
that the gifts were to cease at the death of the first apostles,
and that with their death came the glorious change illustrated
by these words of the apostle, we need only to repeai, Ab-
surdity ! )

The truth of Goed upon this subject is consistent and har-
monious with itself, and with oll divine truth. The spirit of
prophecy, in consequence of the fall and man’s separation
from the visible presence of God, became a necessity. This
necessity has'not been obviated by any past change of dis-
pensation. And no dispensation needs the gifts of the Holy
Spirit more than the Christian age; and at no time in the
long period of man’s separation from God’s visible presence,
have they been so much needed as amid tho perils of the
raging tempests of the last days. Butf when the Redeemer
shall come, the controversy be ended, the saints’ rest given,
and they, all immortal, meet around the throne with angels,
and face to face behold the glory of God and the Lamb, the
spirit of prophecy will be numbered among Heaven's choic-
est blessings of the past. LW



